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* Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace.”. -- - Eph. iv. 3. 
g P y P 


* Judge not.”-- Matt. vii. 1. 


“ If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, let him of himself’ think this again, that as he is Christ’s, even 


so are we Christ’s.: -- +2 Cor, x. 7. 
“Let us not.therefore judge one another any more.”- 


-»+*Rom. xiv. 13. 


“ He that hath my commandments and keepeth them, he it is that loveth me.”’- -- -John xiv. 21. 
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TO SUBSCRIBERS. 


We feel sincere regret in announc- 
ing to our subscribers that we are un- 
der the necessity of closing “The Ad- 
vocate of Peace, and Christian Pa- 
triot,’’ with the remaining three 
numbers, which we now present to 
them,-as we took occasion to intimate 
in our last, unless an additional num- 
ber of subscriptions could be obtained 
towards defraying the expense of pub- 
lication. _ In taking leave of our read- 
ers, we congratulate them on the in- 
creasing ascendancy which the influ- 
ence of pacific sentiments is gaining 
in the Christian circle. We feel no 
less zeal than heretofore in the cause 
of *‘ Peace on earth, and gc_7 will 
towards men,” which we would that 
the whole earth might reiterate in 
grateful responses of **Glory to God 
in the highest:” nor can we expunge 
from our convictions, that in that un- 
speakable gift of infinite compassion, 
which rapturously prompted the an- 
gelic anthem, the Almighty conde- 
scending donor will not permit his 
word of promise to “return to him 
void,”’ and we therefore joyfully an- 
ticipate the realization of that mighty 


energy which shall subdue the spirit | 


of the warrior—of unbridled desire— 
of domineering rule—of revenge,— 
recrimination, and every other fan- 
cied greatness, “that exalts itself 
against the knowledge of God,—and 
bring every thought into the obedi- 
ence of Christ.”” ‘* Lord,” so « Jet 
thy kingdom come!” 


——— 
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For the Advoeate of Peace. 


Continued from our last Number. 


We shall now notice a declaration 
of the Christian’s great Master and 
Lord, which has been alledged as af- 
fording countenance and authority, 
not only for resistance to oppression 
by hostile weapons, but for Christians 
to assume dictation in secular con- 
cerns. It has been contended that 
when Jesus Christ, before the Roman 
Governor, declared that his “ king- 


dom was not of this world,” &c. he 


meant it should be inferred, “ that as 
he did not derive his power and au- 
thority from men but from God, he 
therefore claimed the right for him- 
self and his followers to interfere in, 
and control all matters of civil po- 
lity.”” 
But a little close examination will 
show that such ‘an inference by no 
means follows, but one, as we con- 
ceive, widely different from it, and 
even opposed to it. Our Lord, in 
bearing witness before the Roman 
Governor, that his ‘‘ kingdom was 
not of this world,”’ plainly states what 
would have been the consequence if 
the reverse were the case. 
words speak for themselves. “If my 
kingdom were of this world, then 
would my servants fight that 1 
should not be delivered to the 
Jews;”? **but now,” i. e. acting as ] 
do, ‘my kingdom is not from hence.” 
Here the leading maxim of the world, 
viz. resistance to oppression and in- 


‘sult, is directly opposed to that pa- 
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tient endurance which he was then 
exhibiting. 

What places this subject in a still 
more striking light, is the conduct of 
our Lord in directing his disciples to 
take arms previous te his apprehen- 
sion. It evidently was not with the 
intention of making successful re- 
sistance, as the small force with 
which he expressed himself satisfied 
shows. For what other purpose, 
then, could it be, but to exhibit more 
strikingly, that it was purely volun- 
tary in him, that he “resisted not 
evil;” that he was not taken by sur- 
prise, without being prepared with 
the means of resistance: this the nar- 
rative of the transaction clearly indi- 
cates, for if resistance had been con- 
templated by our Lord, would he 
have expressed himself satisfied with 
two swords, when more might easily 
have been procured; and is not his 
reply to Peter upon his using the 
deadly weapon, to the same purport, 
‘¢ put up thy sword into its sheath, 
for all they that take the sword shall 
perish with the sword: thinkest thou 
not that I cannot now pray to my 
Father, and he will presently give 
me more than twelve legions of an- 
gels,”’? &c.? 

Also, his tender pity towards the 
High Priest’s servant, who felt the 
piercing wound; ‘‘Suffer ye thus 
far; and he touched his ear and 
healed him,” confirms the conclusion, 
that he had no intention of making 
resistance. And is not the conduct 
of our Lord throughout this extraor- 
dinary crisis, held up by his apostles 
for the zmztation of all his followers? 
Are they not exhorted to act in like 
manner under the encouraging assu- 
rance, that if they are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings, they shall be 
also of his glory and reward? Is 
there any Other way in which his sal- 
vation is promised? Are we not told 
that, ‘all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus must suffer persecution?” 





Are we notexhorted to “consider him 
who endured such contradiction ot 
sinners against himself, dest we be 
wearied and faint in our minds?” 
and to “look to Jesus,”? ‘* who for 
the joy that was set before him, en- 
dured the cross, despising its shame?”’ 
&c.—And is not the promise by him- 
self held out—‘“ to him that over- 
cometh will I grant to sit with me on 
my throne, even as I also overcame 
and am set down with my Father on 
his throne?”? Shall we then draw 
this conclusion that ‘all this may do 
very well for individuals in private 
life, whose persons and property are 
protected by the laws of their coun- 
try, but not otherwise; much less 
would it be practicable among con- 
tending nations?” Surely such z 
reflection needs no reply. Such a 
remedy, appointed by infinite Wis- 
dom to take away the sin of the 
world, which would not reach the ez- 
tent of the evil, nor admit of a cor- 
responding application, would fall 
very far short of the description given 
of it by the inspired writers, and 
which needs not our pen to bring un- 
der review. Are we asked, What is 
to proteet from violence, oppression, 
lawless force? &c. We quere, where 
would be the existence of violence, 
oppression, lawless force, and the 
like, if the spirit of Christianity pre- 
vailed? and in proportion to its pre- 
valence, would it not extinguish those 
dire passions among men which give 
them birth? Is it further asked— 
what is to protect us, and to preserve 
our rights in the present state of so- 
ciety? We answer, if the prevalence 
of the spirit, and the adoption of the 
maxims of Jesus Christ be the only 
radical cure for the evils which af- 
flict mankind, then our only remedy 
lies in their practical diffusion: and 
should we not, therefore, direct all 
our efforts to realize this accomplish- 
ment, so ardently to be desired? If 
in the exercise of this spirit, we are 
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salled upon to submit to privation and 

affering, then are we in circumstances 
similar to those in which our great 
Lord and Master and his first fol- 
lowers were placed, and while the 
same motives animate us, we have 
the same promises to cheer us; the 
same hopes set before us, and the 
same rewards await us. 

But we have the happiness to live 
in more favoured circumstances. Pro- 
vidence has shielded us on every side, 
and if our perceptions are clear, and 
our hearts susceptible, we shall profit 
by this season of calm unruffled pas- 
sion, to render. permanent what 
otherwise will be but transient —the 
unbroken peace of society—by dis- 
seminating ‘the truth as it is in Je- 
sus’ and by exhibiting the spirit of 
it in our conduct; ‘that so we may be 
among the humble, but honoured in- 
struments of accelerating that happy 
epoch so gloriously predicted by the 
prophets, when men “ shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares and their 
spears into pruning hooks,’? when 
‘nation shall not rise up against na- 
tion, neither shall they dearn war 
any more.”’ 

As to defensive war, it is altogether 
a vague and undeterminate term ; 
each nation claims to justify itself un- 
der this specious pretence, and retorts 
upon its opponent the charge of “un- 
just aggression,” or “ violated rights.” 
Thus formerly America with Great 
Britain, and Great: Britain America. 
Thus all the powers of Europe were 
armed against France and France 
against all the powers of Europe. 

A writer of some celebrity* who 
has advocated this yachristian proce- 
dure upon assumed Christian sanc- 
tions,—claims the right,—upon the 
principle of defensive war, ‘‘to enter 
unoffending provinces,”’ &c. and as- 
serts that “a nation unwilling to make 
its own country the seat of desolation, 
may march an army into its enemy’s 





* Dr. McLeod of New York. 


reactions of strife and passion. 





territory, thereby transferring the 
war, with all its concomitant calami- 
ties into the country of the original 
aggressor,’’ &c. 

, Was it not upon this principle that 
the coalesed powers of Europe armed 
to overturn the rising liberties of 
France? And was not the same prin- 
ciple urged in justification of those 
wide-wasting scenes of carnage and 
desolation that ensued, and which de- 
luged the earth with human blood 
more or less for above twenty years? 
And where will the ramification of 
this Proteus-like pretext end? Most 
truly is, the beginning of strife,” 
depicted by the wise man ‘as when 
one letteth out water,’ recrimination 
follows recrimination until the ori- 
ginal cause of dispute is lost in the 
Ac- 
cording to Dr. McLeod’s definition 
of defensive war, it is “the applica- 
tion of force by one commonwealth 
to another, for the purpose of prevent- 
ing or redressing actual injuiries in- 
flicted or about to be inflicted.’’ 


And to remove misapprehension, he_ 


repeats ‘‘although the evil be only 
about to be inflicted, we may justly 
apply force to prevent itl!” 

Who does not remember the bom- 
bardment of Copenhagen!!! that most 
daring outrage, perpetrated on the 
avowed assumption of hostile aid, 
about to be afforded to an enemy.* 





* BOMBARDMENT OF COPENHAGEN. 


The following anecdote is related 
by an eye witness, a lieutenant in the 
navy. There is reason to believe, 
that the person of whom it is related 
was not a member of the Society of 
Friends, though he might be of the 
same principle with them on the sub- 
ject of war. This does not detract 
from, but gives additional force to 
the fact related of him. 

‘¢ At the last siege of Copenhagen, 
being then a young midshipman on 
board his Majesty’s ship Valiant, I 
was particularly impressed with an 
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But we forbear—in vain might we 
search the page of history to find 
enormities of greater magnitude than 


object that I saw three or four days 
after the terrific bombardment of that 
devoted place. For several nights 
previous to the surrender of Copen- 
hagen, the darkness of the night was 
ushered in with a tremendous roar of 
guns and mortars, accompanied by 
the whizzing of those destructive and 
burning engines of warfare, Con- 
greve’s rockets, The dreadful effects 
of this destructive warfare were made 
visible by the brilliant lights in the 
city. Soon did the blazing houses, 
and the burning cottages of the labour- 
ing poor, illuminate the heavens. 

The wide-spreading flames, reflected 


on the water, showed a forest of! 


ships, all assembled round the city 
for its destruction. When the bom- 
bardment had commenced, and every 
woman and child fled from the des- 
tructive shell, shot, and rocket, and 
from the burning andl falling houses, 
a little child: was seen running across 
the street for shelter, it knew not 
where; whena rocket, flying through 
the street, killed in its way, the poor 
innocent. Oh, Britain, queen of 
nations! motlier of such manly sons! 
are these thy works?—-After several 
of these horrific nights, the Danes 
gave up their arsenal, and all it con- 
tained, to the English. Some days 
after, walking among the ruins, con- 
sisting of the cottages of the poor, 
houses of the rich, manufactories, 
lofty steeples, humble meeting- 
houses,—in the midst of this broad 
field of desolation stood one house— 
all around it was a burnt mass—this 
stood alone untouched by the fire—a 
monument of mercy. ‘ Whose house 
is that?? I asked. ‘ That,’ said the 
interpreter, ‘belongs to, and is oc- 
cupied by a member of the Society 
of Friends: he would not leave the 
house; but remained in prayer with 
his family during the bombardment.’ 








those which have been committed 
under the sanction of subterfuges 
such as these! 

How different! how widely differ- 
ent is the Christian precept, ‘* d/ess 
them which curse you; bless and 
eurse not.”’ Odious and criminal as 
is the. Janguage of cursing and bit- 
terness; alas! how venial it appears 
in comparison with those desolating 
evils, which a state of war entails upon 
nations who are thus practically in- 
flicting curses upon each other. We 
are aware that some strong cases 
may be suggested in which resist- 
ance to evil would appear to be jus- 
tifiable, and where non-resistance 
seems to imply a criminal supineness 
abhorrent to every laudable and man- 
ly feeling of our nature. 

But such cases are of very rare oc- 
currence, and exceptions do not form 
general rules; though on suitable oc- 
casions it has been shown that ample 
provision is exhibited under the gos- 
pel dispensation, in the divine vera- 
city and overruling disposal, for every 
extreme alternative. Yet if the root 
of the evil be destroyed, the branches 
will ultimately wither and decay. 





ARGUMENT FOR FORBEARANCE AND 
TOLERATION. 


“If the peculiarities of our feel- 
ings, and faculties, be the effect of a 
variety of excitement through a di- 





Surely, thought I, the ‘ hairs of thy 
head were numbered. > ¢He has been 
a shield to thee in battle;’ ‘a wall of 
fire round thee;’ a bright and shining 
witness of that care our Lord and 
Saviour has over those who follow 
peace. ‘ Blessed are the peace-ma- 
kers, for they shall be called the chil- 
dren of God.’ ’Tis the example of 
the Prince of Peace; and all who 
follow him need not, and will not, 
fear the puny arm of man. It will 
be well with the righteous in those 
times. 

“ Lieut. J. W. H. Hanpiey.” 














versity of organization, it should tend 
to produce in us, a mutual forbearance 
and toleration. We should perceive, 
how nearly impossible it is, that per- 
sons should think and feel alike upon 


every subject.”” We should not ar- 
rogantly pride ourselves upon our 
virtues and knowledge, nor condemn 
the errors and weakness of others; 
since they may depend upon causes 
which we ean neither readily pro- 
duce nor counteract. No one judg- 
ing from his own feelings and powers 
can be aware of the kind, or degree 
of temptation or terror, or the seem- 
ing incapacity to resist them, which 
may induce others to deviate. 
[ Abernethy. 
Lorp Ersxinr,—when at the bar, 
and at the time when his professional 
talents were most eminent and po- 
pular, having been applied to by his 
friend Dr. Parr, for his opinion upon 
a subject likely to be litigated by 


him, after recommending the Dr. 


‘*fo accommodate the difference 
amicably,’’ concluded his letter by 
observing, ‘‘I can scarcely figure to 
myself a situation in which a law 
suit is not, if possible, to be avoided.” 
(Columbian Star. 





We are well aware, that there are 
numbers whose hearts beat in perfect 
unison with us, in warm approbation 
of the cause, who are yet reluctant to 
professthemselves openly our friends. 
They are almost persuaded to be true 
disciples of Peace. But this difficulty 
and the other stands before them, and 
they do not as yet see how the ob- 
stacles are to be,surmounted. Now 
we believe it to be quite impossible 
to stand upon any Christian ground, 
without reference to faith in God, 
comprehending child-like obedience 
to his precepts, and reliance on his 
good Providence for the result. This 
is an eternal truth; and, whatever the 
short-sighted maxims of this world 
may urge to the contrary, when the 





safety either of individuals or of na- 
tions may be concerned, such maxims 
are visionary, and in the end will be 
found fallacious. Hence, the real 
visionary is he who pursues the game 
and the risk of War; and the true 
friend of his country, is the devoted 
follower of Peace. But, if some of 
our principles are truths hard to be 
received—and were there not many 
truths hard to be received in the 
doctrines of our blessed Saviour?— 
we may be questioned, Whom, then, 
do we number amongst our friends? 
Have any of the great, or the noble, 
or of those profoundly skilled in po- 
litical economy embraced our views? 

Although we cannot boast of tri- 
umphs to our cause like these; though 
the noble, and the dignitary, and the 
statesman may still stand aloof, we 
do not despair of having yet an im- 
portant addition to our little band. 
For, we know, that there is a class of 
the community, composed of almost 
every sect, and. denomination -of 
Christians—that which may be term- 
ed the middle class —that is prosecut- 
ing an earnest inquiry into’ these 
solemn truths; and that many of _his 
class are prepared, not only to think, 
but to act, according to the pacific 
precepts of Christianity. 





THOUGHTS ON DEFENSIVE WAR. 


‘¢ Ye have heard that it was said to 
them of old time, ‘an eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth,’ but I say unto 
you that ye resist notevil.” © > 

That war in its offensive form is 
absolute violence, injustice and cruel- 
ty, is admitted by all that portion of 
mankind, who have been enlighten- 
ed with the beams of Gospeltruth. In- 
deed itfias been put outof countenance 
among most of those who are enlisted 


on the side of civilization, and can .— 


now perhaps, find advocates among 
none but those who are little better 
than barbarians; or the followersof the 
Arabian impostor, whose pernicious 
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teneis were ayowedly propagated by 
violence and bloodshed. 

But it is not so generally conceded, 
that war in its defensive form is in- 
admissible, because it is not so readily 
perceived, that such is the ingenuity 
of man to find expedients to conceal 
his real motives, when his interest 
or his passions are engaged, that a 
pretext is never wanting to veil under 
the profession of defensive war, the 
most flagrant enormities of violence 
and injustice—to make the impulse of 
grasping avarice, inordinate ambi- 
tion, or uncurbed resentment, appear 
under the form of justifiable necessity 
in some way or other. Hence those 
who revolt at war, when presented 
in its naked form of aggression, are 
still found among its supporters, if 
‘confined to such as are strictly de- 


Jensive.”’ No other wars, are allowed 


to be “either just or necessary.” 
But in a dispute where each party 
claims its supposed just right in oppo- 
sition to its opponent, the consequent 
necessity follows of course; and a 
trial of strength, skill, courage or per- 
severance, is no appeal to justice. 
Wrongs are but multiplied by retalia- 
tion; and spoliation, murder, human 
misery, embittered and perpetuated 
resentment, —not a conviction of hay- 
ing given occasion for it—mark the 
course of such contests. So that the 
abettors as well as the subordinate 
agents of defensive war, soon merge 
into real and practical inflictors of hu- 
man wretchedness; and become deep- 
ly imbued in the moral turpitude and 
guilt consequent upon such outrages-— 
acting as violators of the commands 
of God* and directly counteracting 





* « After, and above all, where does any 
inspired writer say ‘Thou shalt not kill,’ 
except in self-defence? Only let this be re- 
ceived as a correct paraphrase of divine law, 
and the greatest lovers of military glory, could 
wish for no higher justification of universal 
and eternal war! It would lead men of all 
ages and all countries, to destroy whatever 
lives they might deem dangerous to their 
own, without hesitation or remorse!” 

Dr. Hotcomse. 








the redeeming influence of the Gospel 
of his Grace. . 

But if the question of. defensive 
war is to be decided upon Christian 
principles,—as the servant is not 
greater than his Master—let it be ad- 
mitted in any given case, that our 
cause is just, that we have not given 
occasion of offence, that we have been 
aggrieved, aspersed, defamed, insult- 
ed, our just rights disregarded or in- 
vaded, &c. By what means, as fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ, the Messiah of 
God, are we to seek redress, or in 
what manner are we to conduct our- 
selves? : 

Are we not told by the most ex- 
press authority, that to this very end 
we are called, that when we do welland 
suffer for it we take it patiently —“ be- 
cause Christ also suffered for us, leav- 
ing us an example—that we should 
follow his steps, who did no sin, nei- 
ther was guile found in his mouth.” 
‘¢ Who when he was reviled, reviled 
not again, but committed himself to 
Him who judgeth righteously.” 

That, *¢ in his humiliation—his 
judgment was taken away,”’ and the 
wickedness of the men of his genera- 
tion, is held up as beyond parallel, 
because “ his life was taken from the 
earth. ”’ 

Can we in any case submit to 
greater indignity, insult, or outrages 
than he bore? Can our cause be more 
just than was his? Or is it possible 
for us to be more free from having 
given any just cause of offence? 
Where then is our consistency, if we 
do not bring home this meek and 
quiet spirit to our consciences? and 
incorporate it in our Christian evi- 
dences? 

Let us remember the solemn de- | 
claration “If any nian have not the 
spirit of Christ he is none of his.’’ 

But it will perhaps be said that we 
are not to expect that the practice of 
war, should be discontinued by men, 
who are entrusted with a nation’s 
concerns; that an appeal to arms, is a 
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country’s best security against insult 
and aggression. Let such then either 
give up the name of Christian, or 
their political maxims; why should 


‘they make Christianity chargeable 


with crimes, which are not only in- 
imical to her pure and placid genius, 
but subversive of her tendency and 
design, and the ultimate issue of her 
transforming influence; for if the max- 
ims which Christianity enjoins are 
not practicable in the intercourse of 
nations; then the fulfilment of Scrip- 
ture prophecies can never take place; 
and to admit this, would be at once 
to deny their divine origin and con- 
sequently to subvert the unshaken 
expectation of every believer in the 
veracity of the God of Truth. 

But if it is the declaration of im- 
mutability engraven as with a sun- 
beam, that “the kingdoms of this 
world shall become the kingdoms of 
our Lord and of his Christ,’’ when 
“ nation shall not rise against nation, 
nor shall they learn war any more,” 
then the spirit of the war-system is 
directly opposed to the spirit of Chris- 
tianity and destructive of it: and are 
not they perpetuating asystem of de- 
lusion, who connive at—to say the 
least—popular predelictions and mis- 
taken prejudices, so fatal to the hap- 
piness of millions of the human race? 

Why are we compassing sea and 
land to make proselytes? Proselytes 
to what? To asystem which allows— 
when a just occasion offers, (of 
which justness, each porty in turn, 
is allowed to be its own judge,) ex- 
press rebellion against the commands 
of God,—the commission of robbery 
and murder,—the violation of every 
relative and moral tie that bind men 
together ina state of society; and 
transforms beings, gifted with intel- 
ligence, into so much worse than 
tigers and hyenas. O, while “ the din 
of war” is heard, dué from afar, 
let us shake off our sloth and be vigi- 
lant; let us adopt for our insignia— 
not “ the garment rolled in blood” — 
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the disgrace and the moral stain of hu- 
man beings—not to say Christians! 
—but the *‘ white raiment” of gospel 
purity; and apply to our distempered 
vision, the eye-salve ef its holy unc- 
tion; and no longer continue to sub- 
stitute the tinsel and glitter for the 
‘¢ gold tried in the fire;”’ nor the mar- 
tial ** concord of sweet sounds.’’?*— 
The dire presage of slaughter’s dying 
groan, and horror’s ghastly shriek !— 
for the symphonies of peace, and the 
harmonious strains of love-knit happy 
beings. ig 
But the argument which is urged 
with most plausibility, and with most 
effect, is, that as we are not to expect 
miraculous deliverances, shall we 
therefore tamely suffer our country 
to be invaded by a lawless foe, and 
our families reduced to wretchedness? 
or our domestic peace to be violated 
“by a midnight robber?” Are we 
not to employ the means of sel/-pre- 


' sersation which God has put into our 


hands; and is it not our duty to avail 
ourselves of those means for that pur- 
pose? Let us examine this plea, and 
we shall find, that, if carried to its 
proper extent, it proves too much. 
—For,—What are the limits of 
the means which it has pleased God 
to place within our control? Have 
the most renowned warriors, or pri- 
vate robbers, ever been in possession 
of any resovrees which God in his 
providence had not placed within 
their reach? The compass of physica! 
power, and of mental energy to wield 
it which may at any time be placed 
at the command of any individual or 
body of men, time and circumstances 
only can fully develope. If, there. 








Ev’n thee —— 
O heavenly harmony! their press hath seiz’d 
With impious gripe! —— . 








| Misapplication monstrous! Horror, say, 


When bristles most thine hair; when wild , 
with wo 

In anguish madness or on his way, 

And at his work accurst, when murder sings.” 


Faweett’s Art of War. 
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fore, we were justified in resisting 

evil at all, mérely because we pos- 

sess the means of so doing, we should 

be equally justified in doing so, to the 

utmost extent of those means. Se- 

condly—Admitting, then, that we 

ought to resist the first act of vio- 

lence offered to us—in the event of 
its being resisted; (which would most 

probably be the case, unless indeed 

it should prove fatal,) the necessity 

of a repetition would follow of course, 

until the physical or mental powers, ' 
or both, of the parties become dimi- 

nished or exhausted; or some exte- 

rior causes produce a cessation of hos- 
tilities. For is it in the height of ir- 

ritated feelings, or enraged retaliation 

that the voice of forbearance is heard? 

How long, then, shall the encounter 
continue, or who can calculate its ex- 

tent, or its issue? What is the most 
prominent page of history, but a 
mournful exhibition in detail, of the 
interminable reactions and fatal catas- 
trophes between individuals and na- 
tions?* 

{t will then be asked, what is the 
eonduct enjoined upon. a Christian 
when unjustly attacked by force? If 
he is to forbear retaliation, where is 
he to seek his defence? What is to 
constitute his protection? I answer: 
He who has forbid him ‘¢ not to re- 





* “© Who that stands still, and fixes on the fact 
His thoughtful eye, «nd does not feel his sense 
Swim round with wonder, and his soul lie hushed. 
In the dead stillness of astonishment! 
That this amazing maniac rage kath been, 
Not of some single race the eccentrte crime, 
For foilowing ones to rise and wonder at, 
By some peculiar and uncommon cause, 
To this wild start from Nature’s orbit siun 
Struck by some stranger star’s erratic wrat 
With strange distraction;~—no brief flighty fit; 
From m:n’s accustomed line a single leap; 
Transient distortion of their stahding state; 
From their staid usage one wild shoot aside; 
By strong distemper's paroxysm inspired, 
Some all-infecting tever’s fierce excess 
When at its hottest and brain-burning height;— 
But a fixed phrenzy;—of their dreadiul way 
The steady tenor; the deep searlet shame 
On Reason’s reddened cheek, bidding burn on 
‘Through rolling ages, an established blush! 
Protracted tragedy! as long as deep! 
Whose unspent horror through all ume hath spun 
The harrowing tale! O’er history’s lengthening 
course, 
‘The vein of persecuting fury runs; 
And he that reads its pages, nightly calls them 
Records of carnage, chronicies of Blood!” 
Faweett’s Art of War. 





sist evil,” has taught him by his owt 
example, where his safety lies. When 
exposed in his own person to insult 
and violence, he voluntarily relin- 
quished the use of hostile weapons, 
either for his own defence or of those 
who were dear to him, although le- 
gions of angels were attendant on his 
request: because, as the “ Captain of 
our salvation,’’ he was to be ** made 
perfect through suffering.” “ How 
then,” said he, i. e. if I were to re- 
sist, ‘‘ can the Scripture be fulfilled, 
that thus it must be.” And has he 
not encouraged us also to rise above 
the fear of man, assuring us, that 
“even the hairs of our head are all 
numbered?”’ If we are called to suf- 
fer, rather than to resist, it must be 
with the express knowledge and per- 
mission of our heavenly Father: who, 
if he sees meet, ‘* can avert the medi- 
tated design,” or ‘‘ unnerve the up- 
lifted arm.”? His promises of pro- 
tection to those “ who put their trust 
in him,”’ are numerous, and applica- 
ble to all circumstances; but they are 
conditional on our part. If we un- 


‘dertake to protect ourselves, we fore- 


go our privilege. It is ** those who 
suffer according to the will of God,”’ 
who are encouraged to ¢ommit the 
keeping of their souls to him.” But 
the will of God is that we “ resist not 
evil.” Again: The will of God is, 
that we ‘avenge not ourselves, but 


‘rather that we give place to wrath,”’ 


because he claims ‘‘ vengeance”’ as 
belonging to himself. ‘I will repay, 
saith the Lord.’”? Thus may we then 
place the fullest reliance upon his 
word, and “commit the keeping of 
our souls to him, in well-doing, as 
to a faithful Creator.’’ T. M. 





Indeed while professed friends 
to each other they go so far as ac- 
tually to prepare for another quar- 
rel. This they do with as much 
deliberation and as little shame, as 





| they in summer prepare for winter. 
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The extraordinary, conduct: which 
have just.mentioned.is in perfect 
accordance with a popular article of 


their political creed—an article for 


which they evince much more respect 
than they do for the precepts of their 
Saviour, The article referred to.is 
this—that preparing, for quarrels, 
«s the best means. for preventing 
them. In reducing. this, article .of 
faith to practice they do, not—as some 
might be led to imagine—cultivate 
in their families “the meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God 
of great price;’’ they do not “put on 
the whole armour of God,” that they 
may be able to withstand the temp- 
tations to quarrel, to.which they may 
be exposed by. their own or. each 
other’s imprudence or bad passions; 
they do not make it a point to be 
prepared, like true .Christians,. to 
‘overcome evil with, good.”? No; 
their preparations for quarrels are of 
anopposite character. They not only 
prvide means for killing in self- 
deence, but means for the. invasion, 
anieyance, assault and destruction of 
eaQ other, to gratify; ambition or to 
rewnge wrongs. Their young men 
emloy considerable time every year 
in larning the art of killing, and in 
renering the horrid work of popular 
murer familiar to their. minds, that 
theymay not only be expert. at the 
businss, but unawed by its atrocity. 

Sevral persons in each, family are 
set apet as professional fighters or 
man-hdlers; these spend a great part 
of thei time in learning the various 
meéthog of injuring and destroying 
their bethren. .'They are educated 
wm the blief that “fighting glory.is 
the gresest of all glories.”? Allured 
by thisignus fatwus, and by the 
fatal privilege of wallowing in’ vice, 
they om induced to surréader their 
natural iighis—to sink. to the condi- 


es 


tion of shyes, and to spend paris ng 
ght or 


of probajion in preparing,to fi 


in fighting, according to the dictates 


of their Patriarch. |» | 


B 


among, Jews, Pagans, and. . 





Hitherto the progress of light and 
truth has been s re pain udable 
spirit of improyement in regard to the 
means and modes of education whic 
is now prevalent, affords reason to 
hope that the future progress: 

will be far more rapid than the past. 
The improvements : already .made, 
will naturally lead to improvements 
still, greater. In several, countries 
efforts are now making to extend the 
blessings of edueation to’ the young 
of both sexes, and of every class. 
due care shall also be taken to imbue 
the youthful mind with Christian 
sentiments, or to give to the’means 
of improvement;.a truly moral and 
religious direction, the time may soon 
arrive, when it will be found far more 
easy to prevent war than to ‘find 
soldiers for that inhuman employ- 
ment.. For an aversion to war. will 
be the natural effect of training up 
children in the way they should go. 
Unchristian, education, in time past, 
rendered wars inevitable. Christian 
education, in time to come, may 
render wars: impossible, or confine 





them to freebooters and bucaniers, 
That. all »Christians. should be 
friends of peace;—that all Christian 


rulers, and all ministers of the Gospet 
should. be peace-makers,—and. ss 
all Christian churches should 
Peace Societies, are truths as evident 
to the enlightened mind, as.that the 
exammle of our Lord is worthy to be 
imitaved, or his precepts worthy to 
be obeyed, or his gospel worthy of 
all acceptation. No other thing, it 
is: presumed, has gg Nea 
revent the. progress of the gospe 
P progre | Maho- 
metans, or to multiply Deists in 
Christian lands, or, to. retard the fut- 
filment of prophecy respecting the 
peace of the .world, as the incon- 


_ 


giving-celebrity to the principles and 
enterprises of war. Lf, then, the 


mised stuecess.of the gospel,. a — 
accomplishment of the most gloriaus 
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predictions, are objects of impor- 
tance; so important it is, that Chris- 
tians of all denominations should 
unite their efforts to disseminate and 
impress the principles of peace, and 
to render war the abhorrence of man. 





THE RETREAT FROM MOSCOW. 

‘© They would none of my counsel; they 
despised all my reproof: Therefore 
shall they eat of the fruits of their 
own way, and be filled with their 
own devices. For the turning away 
of the simple shall stay them, and the 
prosperity of fools shall destroy them.” 
Prov. i. S50, 31, 32. 


The horrors of the French retreat 
will be given in the language of 
Labaume. In his account of the 
scenes at Moscow he says: “ Even 
the most hardened minds were struck 
with a conviction, that so great a 
calamity would on some future day 
call forth the vengeance of the Al- 
mighty upon the authors of such 
crimes.” ‘This presentiment was well 
founded; nor was it long before the 
plundering legions of Napoleon ex- 
perienced as great calamities, as they 
had occasioned to the Russians. The 
measure they had meted, was mea- 
sured to them again. In the follow- 
ing narrative we shall have evidence 
of the truth, proclaimed by the Chal. 
dean monarch—TuEy THAT WALK 
IN PRIDE, THE LORD IS ABLE TO 
ABASE. 

‘‘ Although, says Labaume, the 
ruin of Moscow was a great loss to 
the Russians, it was more sensibly 
felt by us, and it insured to our 
enemies all the advantages which 
they had promised themselves from 
the rigour of their climate—Their 
hopes, founded on this calculation, 
could not be disappointed : for our 
fomidable army, though it arrived in 
the fine season, had lost one third of 
its numbers merely by the rapidity 
of its march; and the enemy had no 
reason to fear that we could main- 
‘ain any position, since our want of 





discipline had made a desart of our 
conquests, and our improvident chief 
had formed no plan to facilitate our 
retreat. 

“ They who possessed the smallest 
foresight, predicted our misfortunes, 
and imagined that they read on the 
walls of the Kremlin those prophetie 
words, which an invisible hand traced 
before Belshazzar in the ben: - 
his greatest prosperity :—‘ God hath 
seiiahtte thy kingdors and finished 
it: thou art weighed in the balances 
and art found wanting: thy kingdom 
isdivided, and given to other hands.’ ”’ 

The French began their retreat on 
the 19th of October. 

“ The long files of carriages in three 
or four ranks extended for several 
leagues, loaded with the immense 
booty which the soldiers snatched 
from the flames.”? But this booty 
only served to retard their progress. 
The Russians soon began to harsss 
them on their retreat; and on the 
25th of October a battle was fougit, 
which was so destructive to he 
French army, that the soldiers sid, 
‘<¢ But two battles more like this, ind 
Napoleon will be without an arny.”” 

October 26. ‘* At every step vere 
wagons abandoned for want of heses 
to draw them, and the fragmers of 
innumerable carriages burned f¢ the 
same reason-—and we listened with 
melancholy forebodings to th fre- 
quent explosion of ammunitia wa- 
gons.”’ 

October 28. “In additior to all 
these evils the want of provisns ag- 
gravated our sufferings. ‘he which 
we brought from Moscow wealmost 
consumed. Our horses faed still 
worse—many of them died ¢ fatigue 
and hunger. 

‘¢ Napoleon, who precedd us one 
day’s march, had already pased Mo- 
jaisk, burning and destroyng every 
thing which he found in his route. 
His soldiers were so intert on this 
devastation, that they set fire to the 
places where we should haye halted. 
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This exposed us to great, and unne- | 
cessary suffering. | 

October. 30. ‘* The nearer we ap- 
proached to the Mojaisk the more 
desolate the country appeared. But 
most horrible was the multitude of 
dead bodies which, deprived of burial 
fifty-two days, scarcely retained the 
human form. On arriving at Boro- 
dino my consternation was inexpres- 
sible, at finding the 20,000 men, who 
had perished there, yet lying un- 
covered. 

‘‘Three thousand prisoners were 
brought from Moscow. Having noth- 
ing to give them during the march, 
they were at night driven into a nar- 
row fold like so many beasts. With- 
ont fire, and without food, they lay 
on the bare ice, and to assuage the 
hunger that tortured them, those who 
had not courage to die, nightly fed 
on the flesh of their companions, 
whom fatigue, misery, and famine 
had destroyed. But I turn froma 
picture so shocking—I shall soon 
have horrors enough to describe 
which fell to the lot of my .com- 
panions in arms.” 

October 31. All seemed to feel 
that their only safety consisted in 
manfully struggling with the difficul- 
ties by which we were surrounded. 
They had for many days been re- 
duced to subsist on horse flesh! even 
the generals had begun to share the 


same food.”’ 


November 4, ‘‘ At one o’clock 
in the morning, we marched along 
the great road, groping our way in 
the dark. The route was entirely 


covered with the fragments of car- 


riages and artillery. Men and horses, 
worn out with fatigue, could searcely 
drag themselves along, and as soon 
as the last fell exhausted, the soldiers 
eagerly divided the carcase among 
them.” 

November 6. “The soldiers vainly 
struggling with the snow and the 
wind, whieh rnshed upon them with 





the violence of a whirlwind, could 
no longer distinguish the road; and 
falling into the ditches which border- 
ed it, found a grave. How many 
unfortunate beings on this dreadful 
day, dying of cold and famine, strug- 

led hard with the agonies of death. 
Stretched on the road, we could dis- 
tinguigh only the heaps of snow which 
covered them, and which at almost 
every step formed little undulations, 
like so many graves.” 

“From that day the army lost its 
courage and its military attitude. 
The soldier no longer obeyed his 
officer; searching for food they spread 
themselves over the plain, burning 
aud pillaging whatever fell in their 
way. The horses fell by thousands. 
The cannon and the wagons which 
had been abandoned seryed only to 
obstruct the way. No sooner had 
the soldiers separated from the ranks 
than they were assailed by a popula- 
tion eager to avenge the horrors oi 
which it had‘ been the victims. The 
cossacks came to the succeur of the 
peasants, and drove back to the great 
road, already filled with the dying 
and the dead, those who escaped from 
the carnage made among them, Tor- 
mented with hunger, we saw them 
run after every horse the moment it 
fell. They devoured it raw like 
dogs, and fought among themselves 
for the mangled iimbs.’ 

November 8th, presented a terrible 
scence in the attempt to cross the 
Wop, while the Russians were ap- 
proaching. ‘In this situation every 
one yielded to despair—we were 
forced to abandon a hundred pieces 
of cannon, and a great number of 
ammunition and provision wagons, 
which contained the little that re- 
mained of the provisions ef Moscow. 


|The cries ef those who were crossing 


the river, the consternation of others 
who were preparing to descend—the 
despair of the women, the shrieks ot 


‘children. and the ‘terror even ot the 


f 
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soldiers, rendered the passage ascene | human mind,—has been contemp- 


so horrible, that. the very recollection | 


of it terrifies those who witnessed it.”’ 
November 13. ‘** It was horrible 
to see and to hear the enormous dogs 


with shaggy hair, which, driven from | 


the villages we had burned, followed 
us along our march. Dying with 
hunger, they uttered one incessant 
and frightful howl, and ofien dis- 
puted with the soldiers the ecarcases 
of the horses whieh fell in our route. 
In addition to this the ravens, at- 
tracted by the seent of the dead 


tuously disregarded; has thrown a 
veil of irffatuation over the moral per- 
ceptions of those whose province has 
been to transmit to posterity the re- 
cords of the past.. The fascinating in- 
fluence of epithets, which, whether 
correctly or incorrectly applied, when 
once established is equally obvious. 
No one stops to inquire whether this 
strange perversion of terms can be 
justified—whether for instance, the. 
positive commands of God may be 
broken with impunity, because indi- 








bodies, hovered over us in black and} viduals or nations have an uncurbed 
(i innumerable crowds, and by their | disire to break them; whether alle- 
f cries of mournful presage, struck the! giance to heaven’s Almighty King 

stoutest hearts with terror.” | may be dispensed with, because man 
| “ Happily we were but two leagues; chooses not to break the control of 
from Smolensko. ‘But what was our | his passions which it enjoins; but on- 
grief when we learned that the ninth | ward we are impelled, by the im- 
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corps was gone, and that the provi- 
sions were all consumed. A thunder- 
bolt falling at our feet would have 


confounded us less than did this 
news. ”’ 


“ Thus Smolensko, which we had 
thought would have terminated our 
misfortunes, cruelly deceived our 
dearest hopes, and became the wit- 
ness of our greatest disgrace and our 
most profound despair. The soldiers, 
who could not find shelter, encamped 
in the middle of the street, and some 
hours after were found dead around 
the fires they had kindled.” 





For the Christian Patriot. 
**WO UNTO THEM WHO CALL EVIL 
GOOD, AND GOOD EVIL.’”’ 


Among the efficient incitements 
and aids which the spirit of war has 
received from time to time, is the 
practice of eulogizing those deeds of 
darkness and horror and the perpe- 
trators of them, which ought to be 
branded with infamy and consigned 
to oblivion.. he enormity and un- 
blushing flagrancy of crime and the 
remorseless callosity with which the 








petuous fluency of elating and soul- 
captivating expression. Thus, great- 
ness, honour, heroism, fame, victory, 
splendour, glory, &c. and their cor- 
responding adjectives, have all in 
turns been applied to men and deeds, 
which have filled the earth with de- 
solation, and wo. To deeds, of the 
foulest turpitude and the most atro- 
cious malignity. To men, who, set- 
ting alike at defiance the laws of God 
and humanity, sought by the enormity 
of their crimes to extinguish all sense 
of remorse and commiseration, either: 
in their own breasts, or in those ot 
their infuriate agents. 

“+ In our estimation of wild animals, 
we most abhor those which are most 
fierce and blood-thirstys; yet we extol 
that in'‘men, as an honourable virtue, 
which renders other beings objects of 
our abhorrence. We cannot see a 
hawk kill a chicken, nor a wolf kill 
a lamb, without feelings of commise- 
ration for the sufferer, and feelings of 
tadignation or detestation against the 
destroyer. Yet we can extol as a. 


virtue the obdurate, unrelenting, re- 


vengeful and ferocious bravery, with 


which men can butcher one another 


impress of the Creator—stampt on the | in war. 
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Tf Satan had been appointed or 
permitted to dictate to Christians what 
they should regard as honourable 
virtue and national honour, could he 
have suited himself better, than by 
proposing the very things, which are 
now so popular in Christian nations? 
Could he have invented any thing, 
which would have insured more 
Slaughter of mankind by the hands 
of each other? 

If in the view of God, men are to 
be regarded as virtuous, because they 
have arrived at such a pitch of 
hardness, inhumanity and ferocity, 
that they can bravely slaughter one 
another; and if, in his view, the 
honour of a nation may be raised, by 
a display of this kind of virtue; then 
as soon as these things shall be satis- 
factorily proved, we may be certain 
that Jesus was an impostor, and that 
Mahomet had higher claims to be 
regarded as a teacher sent from God. 
But at the same time another con- 
clusion will force itself on the mind, 
in respect to the moral character of 
Jehovah, which is too horrid to be 
expressed. 

It would be some palliation for 
this sacrilegious violation of truth, 
had it been confined to those who by 
their real virtues made some compen- 
sation to an injured race for the mi- 
series their vices had inflicted. But 
folly and delusion are insensible to 
sober estimation. Even the ruthless 
barbarian Zengis Khan, Emperor of 
the Monguls, of whom the historian 
says, that “they extended their ra- 
vages on all sides, as if the anuihila- 
tion of the human race had been their 
ultimate object.””. That “it would 
be tedious to trace minutely the pro- 
gress of the Monguls and disgusting 
to detail the bloody massacres that 
marked the footsteps of those barba- 
rian conquerors. ‘That when the 
city of Khovaresm was taken A. D. 
1220'no fewer than’ 100,000 persons 
fell by the sword.” | That ¢¢ five cen- 








turies have not been sufficient to re- 
pair the ravages of four years.”’ 

Even this monster is eulogized by 
the pen of the historian. ‘* He died’’ 
(says Ramsay, Universal History,) 
“in the fulness of years and glory!” 

Itis gratifying, however, when men 
of superior talents employ the com- 
manding power of language in desig- 
nating true greatness and glory, andin 
holding up the mirror of correct dis- 
crimination to human character, that 
the hateful mien of the monster ma 
be seen in all its naked deformity. 
The following sentiments we consi- 
der so correct, so appropriate and so 
energetic, that we gladly contribute 
ou§ mite towards their more exten-: 
sive diffusion. ‘‘ There are three dif- 
ferent orders of greatness.” 

Among these the first rank is un- 
questionably due to moral greatness, 
or magnanimity; to that sublime en- 
ergy, by which the soul, smitten with 
the love of virtue, binds itself indis- 
solubly, for life and for death, to truth 
and duty; espouses as its own, the 
interests of human nature; scorns all 
meanness and defies all peril; bears 
in its own conscience, a voice louder 
than threatenings and thunders; with- 
stands all the powers of the universe, 
which would separate it from. the 
cause of freedom, of virtue and reli- 
gion; reposes an unfaultering trust m 
(cod in the darkest hour; and is 
ever ‘ready to be offered’ up on the 
altar of its country or~ of mankind. 
Of this moral greatness, which throws 
all other greatness. into obscurity, we, 
see nota. trace or spark in Napoleon. . 

“ Next to moral, comes infedlect ual, 
greatness, or geniws.in the highest - 
sense of that word; and, by this we 
mean that sublime eapacity of thought, 
through which the soul, smitten with 


‘the love of the true and the beautiful, : 


essays to comprehend the. universe, 
soars into the heavens, penetrates the 
earth, penctrates itself, questions thes 


past, anticipates the future, traces out 
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the general and all-comprehending 
laws of nature, binds together by in- 
numerable affinities and relations all 
the objects of its knowledge, and not 
satisfied with what exists, and with 
what is finite, frames to itself ideal 
excellence, loveliness, and grandeur. 
This is the greatness which belongs 
to philosophers, inspired poets, and 
to the master spirits in the fine arts. 
Next comes the greatness of action; 
and by this we mean, the sublime 
power of conceiving and executing 
bold and extensive plans; of con- 
structing and bringing to bear upon 
a mighty object a complicated ma- 
chinery of man’s energies and ar- 
rangements, and of secomplishifig 
great outward effects. To this head 
belongs the greatness of Bonaparte, 
and that he possessed it we need not 
prove, and none will be hardy enough 
to deny. 

‘* It is also due to Napoleon to ob- 
serve, that there always has existed, 
and still exists, a mournful obtuse- 
ness of moral feeling in regard to the 
erimes of military and political life. 
The wrong doing of public men on a 
large scale, has never drawn upon 
them that sincere, that hearty abhor- 
rence which visits private vice. Na- 
tions have seemed to court aggression 
and bondage, by their stupid, insane 
admiration of successful tyrants. The 
wrongs from which men have suffer- 
ed most, in body and mind, are yet 
unpunished. True—Christianity has 
put into our lips censures on the as- 
piring and the usurping. But these 
reproaches, as yet, are little more 
than vain, and unmeaning common- 
places. They are repeated for form’s 
sake. When we read or hear them,, 
we feel that they want depth and 
strength. They are not inward, so- 
lemn, burning convictions, breaking 
from the indignant soul, with a tone 
of reality, before which guilt would 
cower. The true moral feeling in 
regard to the crimes of public men, 
's almost to be created. We believe, 


then, that such a character as Bona- 
parte, is formed with very little con- 
sciousness of its turpitude; and so- 
ciety, which contributes so much to 
its growth, is responsible for its ex- 
istence, and merits in part the mise- 
ry which it spreads. 

“Of the early influences under 
which Bonaparte was formed, we 
know little. He was educated in a 
military school, and this, we appre- 
hend, is not an institution to form 
much delicacy, or independence of 
moral feeling; for the young soldier 
is taught as his first duty, to obey 
his superior, without consulting his 
conscience; to take human life at ano- 
ther’s bidding; to perform that deed. 
which above afl others requires deli- 
berate conviction, without amoment’s 
inquiry as to its justice, and to place 
himself a passive instrument in hands 
which, as all history teaches, often 
reek with blood, causelessly shed. 

‘¢Moral truth is immoveable, 
amidst the sophistry, ridicule, and 
abject reasonings of men, and the 
time will come, when it will find a 
voice to give it utterance Of all 
crimes against society, usurpation is 
the blackest. He who lifts a parici- 
dal hand against his country’s rights 
and freedom; who plants his foot on 
the necks of (30,000,000) his fellow 
creatures; who concentrates in his 
single hand the power of a mighty 
empire, and who wields its powers, 

uanders its treasures, and pours 
forth its blood like water, to make 
other nations slaves, and the world 
his prey; this man, as he unites all 
crimes in his sanguinary career, so he 
should be set apart by the human 
race for their unmingled and unmea- 
sured abhorrence, and should bear on 
his guilty head a mark as opprobrious 
as the first murderer ware. We can- 
not think with patience of one man 
fastening chains on a whole people, 
and subjecting millions to his single 
will; of whole legions overshadowed 





by the tyranny of a frail being like 
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ourselves. 


In anguish of spirit we 
exclaim, How long 


will an abject 


world kiss the foot which tramples |, 


it? How long shal: crime find shel- 
ter in its very aggravation and ex- 
eess? 3 

“Let not the friends of peace be 
offended. We have said, and we re- 
peat it, that we have no desire to 
withhold our admiration from the 
energies which war often awakens. 
Great powers even in their perver- 
sion, attest a glorious nature, and we 
may feel their grandeur, while we 
condemn with our whole strength of 
moral feeling, the evil passions by 
which they are depraved. We are 
willing to grant that war, abhor it as 
we may, often developes and places 
in strong light, a force of intellect 
and purpose, which raises our con- 
ceptions of the human soul. There 
is, perhaps, no moment in life, in 
which the mind is brought into such 
intense action, in which the will isso 
strenuous, and in which irrepressible 
excitement is so tempered with self- 
possession, as in the hour of battle. 
Still the greatness of the warrior is 
poor and low compared with the 
magnanimity of virtue. It vanishes 
before the greatness of principle. — 
The martyr to humanity, to freedom, 
or religion; the unshrinking adhe- 
rent of despised and deserted truth, 
who, alone, unsupported and scorned, 
with no crowds to infuse into him 
courage; no variety of objects to draw 
his 1 ga from hime« f: no oppor- 
tunity of effort or resista: > to rouse 
and nourish energy, still yields him- 
self calmly, resolutely, with invinci- 
ble philanthropy, to bear prolonged 
and exquisite suffering, which one 
retracting word tmhight remove; such 
a man is as superior to the warrior, as 
tae tranquil and boundless heavens 
above us, to the low earth we tread 
heneath our feet.”.—Life of N. Buo- 
naparte, by Sir Walter Scott, re- 
mewed by Christian Examiner for 
September and October, 1827. 





EXTRACT FROM THE FIRST ANNUAL 
ADDRESS BEFORE THE HARTFORD 
PEACE SOCIETY—1829. 

What an awful spectacle is pre- 
sented when two neighbours or fel- 
low citizens are, from some slight 
cause of offence, excited to contend 


with murderous weapons! How the — 


sight, nay the bare contemplation of 
such a contest, between individuals, 
(especially if they are persons with 
whom we have been acquainted,) 
chills the heart’s blood. We see that 
the passions which animate them are 
the very same which kindle the flames 
of the pit. What then must be th 

character and aspect of that scene— 
so often alas! exhibited in war—whenh: 
two mighty armies join in close com- 
bat, every man with the implements 
of death in his hands, every bosom 
filled with the rancour of war, and 


the rage of battle, and every arm | 


nerved with unwonted strength to 
wound, to maim, and to kill. Con- 
templating merely the passions which 
are here called into exercise, what a 
spectacle for the eye of berevolence 
to rest upon! Surely no darker pic- 
ture of human wickedness, and no 
more revolting representation of the 
bitter fruits of unholy lusts, can be 
contemplated, this side the world of 
outer darkness and everlasting de- 
air. 

Why have the miseries attendant 
on war so little affected the public 
mind? Why have they excited so 
little sympathy even in the. bosoms 
of the humane? Why called forth no 
more indignation against war itself? 
Because, my friends, these miseries 
have never been recorded, and the 
story of them reau—they have been 
endured in secret places, and there 
the sighs and the groans they have 
occasioned, have been poured forth 
upon the winds. Why, let me ask 
you, did the Christian world slumber 
so long over the sorrows and the 
groans of the manacled African? be- 
cause these sorrows were untold— 
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these groans echoed not. beyond the 
hold of the slave-ship from which 
they issued. But when these secret, 
sufferings once attracted the attention | 
of the benevolent friends of Africa, 
and of man—when persevering in- 
vestigation brought them to hght, 
and the world was made to see the | 
horrors against which they had so 
long shut their eyes, and to hear the | 
sighs to which they had so long been 
deaf, the shock was electric. The 
merciful of all lands shuddered at 
what they saw and heard; and the 
chains of the miserable captive were 
knocked off: And, my friends, if by 
any means the privations and miseries 
attendant on war, on battles and 
sieges,—the devastation of conquered 
provinces and the sacking of storm- 
ed and vanquished cities, could be 
gathered into one view and be kept 
for a while before the eyes of all the 
nations, | fully believe that the shock 
would be greater in this case, than 
in the one I have just alluded to; 
and the change of public sentiment 
and jeeling would be equally great. 
It is one design of Peace Societies to 
do this; ut the want of funds and 
other means to effect the object is 
deferring its accomplishment. 


VIEW OF THE FIELD OF WATERLOO, AFTER THE 
BATTLE. 

“ The only alloy to the universal 
rapture which prevailed, was, the 
number of the wounded. The houses 
were insufficient to sustain half; and 
the churches, and public buildings, 
were littered down with straw for 
their reception. The body of the 
Duke of Brunswick was brought to 
the quarters he had lately occupied. 
I was powerfully affected when J saw 
the corpse of one, so lately blooming 
with youth and health; but my eyes 
soon became acctistomed to horrors. 

‘*On Monday morning, June 19th, 
I hastened to the field of battle; 1 
was compelled to go through the 








forest, for the road was so completely 
choked up as to be impassable. 


‘‘The dead required no help; but 
thousands of wounded who could not 
help themselves, were in want of 
every. thing; their features swollen 
by the sun and rain, looked livid and 
bloated. One poor fellow had a 
ghastly wound across his lower lip, 
which gaped wide and showed his 
teeth and gums, as though a second 
and unnatural mouth had opened. be- 
low his first. Another, quite blind 
from a gash across his eyes, sat up- 
right, gasping for breath, and. mur- 
muring, “ De l’eau! de Peau!”? The 
anxiety for water was indeed most 
distressing. ‘The German ‘‘ Vaser! 
vaser!?? and the French ‘‘ De l’eau! 
de Yeau’’ still seem sounding in my 
ears. Iam convinced that hundreds 
must have perished from thirst alone, 
and they had no hope of assistance 
for even humane persons were afraid 
of approaching the scene of blood, 
lest they should be taken in requisi- 
tion to bury the dead; almost every 
person who came near being pressed 
into that most disgusting and painful 
service. 

‘‘ This general burying was truly 
horrible; large square holes were dug 
about six feet deep, and thirty or 
forty fine young fellows stripped to 
their skins were thrown into each, 
pell mell, and then covered over in 
so slovenly a manner, that sometimes 
a hand or a foot peeped through the 
earth. : 

“One of these holes was preparing 
as I passed, and the followers of the 
army were stripping the bodies before 
throwing them into it, while some 
Russian Jews were assisting in the 
spoliation of the dead by chisselling 
out their teeth! an operation which 
they performed with the most brutal! 
indifference. Hundreds of fine horses 
were galloping over the plain, kick- 
ing and plunging apparently mad 
with pain, while the poor wounded 
wretchés who saw them coming, and 
could not get out of their way shriek 
ed in agony, and tried to shrink bact 


‘to escape from them, but in vain. 
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‘*Soon after, I saw an immense 
horse, (one of the Scotch Greys) dash 
towards a colonel of the Imperial 
Guard, who had his leg shattered; 
the horse was frightfully wounded, 
and a part of a broken lance still 
rankled in one of its wounds. It 
rushed snorting and plunging past 
the Frenchmen, and [ shall never 
forget his piercing cry as it approach- 
ed. I flew instantly to the spot, but 
ere I reached it, the man was dead; 
for, though I do not think the horse 
had touched him, the terror he felt 
had been too much for his exhausted 
frame. 

“Sickened with the immense heaps 
of slain, which spread in all direc- 
tions as far as the eye could reach, I 
was preparing to return when, as I 
was striding over the dead and dying, 
and meditating on the horrors of 
war, my attention was attracted by 
a young Frenchman who was lying 
on his back, apparently at the last 
gasp. Some open letters were lying 
around, and one was yet grasped in 
his hand as though he had been read- 
ing it to the last moment. My eye 
fell upon the words ‘ My dear son,’ 
in a female hand.” 

Reader, how many such ties, think 
you, were torn asunder on that field 
of blood!—-Husbands, fathers, sons— 
but I forbear. —ZJb. 

EXTRACT FROM AN ADDRESS DELI- 
VERED BEFORE THE MASSACHU- 
SETTS PEACE SOCIETY—1829. 
The declaration of several Euro- 

pean sovereigns, that they consider 

themselves bound to regulate their 
intercourse with each other by Chris- 
tian principles, is, perhaps, of much 
more importance than is commonly 
supposed. Whether they were sin- 
cere or not in proclaiming these prin- 
ciples as their future guides, the 
world is becoming sincere in requir- 
ing that these principles should be 
adopted; and every year shows more 
fully, that they are gaining ascen- 


Cc 





dancy over the selfish and arbitrary 
authority of these princes. If this 
declaration was made without an in- 
tention of conforming to it, its authors 
could not have been guilty of a mea- 
sure more stupid and absurd. They 
must have been made mad for their 
own destruction. 





For the Advocate of Peace. 


‘SBE YE THEREFORE FOLLOWERS OF 
GOD, AS DEAR CRILDREN, AND WALK 
IN LOVE, AS CHRIST ALSO LOVED 
us.” —Eph. v. 1, 2. 


When we survey the page of his- 
tory; the progressive scenes of hu- 
man life; when we contemplate the 
various objects of human pursuits., 
and the means which men have gé:- 
nerally adopted to obtain those re- 
spective objects,—we cannot but be 
struck with the vast accumulation of 
crime and misery which every suc- 
cessive age presents to us. 

Violence or fraud, or both, have 
been continually resorted to, as the 
only efficient agents in the attain- 
ment of exorbitant and unbridled de- 
sire. Hence the series of ravages and 
slaughters, desolations and Bae 
which have been perpetrated under 
the specious designations of glorious 
victories, splendid conquests, and 
deeds of renowned heroism. 

Age after age has passed away, and 
yet the work of human destruction 
has been continued with unrelenting 
eagerness; the failure or success of 
the destroyers of their species, has 
but given a new impulse to the rapa- 
city of succeeding violators of hu- 
man rights. Little has it been un- 
derstood, even by those esteemed 
the wisest and best, that the entire 
freedom of the human intellect and 
the human will, were the unaliena- 
ble rights of every individual rational 
being—subject only to its clashing 
with the reciprocal exercise of it in 
another,—and that on them depend- 
ed the developement of the menta! 

















and moral powers, and the future 
destiny and happiness of the species, 
as well as of such individuals. 

In the early and rude stages of so- 
ciety, when men of bold and intre- 
pid minds strove to subdue the fero- 
city of untamed desire, and to induce 
the untutored savage to listen to the 
voice of humanity and reason, by dar- 
ing deedsof bravery, or by the exhibi- 
tion of superior sagacity and skill; 
how soon was the ascendancy which 
they acquired, diverted to purposes 
of selfish aggrandizement or domi- 
neering rule, and even when objects 
in themselves laudable and desirable 
‘were pursued, how narrow the path 
in which the aspirers after excellence 
‘were permitted to progress; science 


and literature have had to sfruggle | 
he might gather together in one all 
before their cheering beams could | 


through successive ages of darkness, 


break through the gloom, and shed 
an effectual ray of light on the be- 
wildering paths of error and depravi- 
ty. Religion itself—perverted and 
corrupted, was made to countenance 
and strengthen delusion, and the au- 
thority and sanction of heaven were 
assumed to perpetuate systems of 
imposture and. tyranny, in violation 
of the sacred rights of conscience and 
humanity—entailing upon posterity 
ages of intellectual and moral imbe- 
cility and wretchedness. 

But turning from these revolting 
seenes— these blood-stained, heart- 
rending courses’ of human obliquity 
and folly—let us lift up our thoughts 
to the contemplation of Him, who 
has the universe at his disposal, who 
gave existence to all ranks of beings, 
and who upholds and governs all. 
What do we know of the prineiples 
of his government, and the methods 
which he adopts, and has invariably 
aiopted ‘in the administration of the 
affairs of mankind? : 

We need not go far for authentic 
information on this head. In the 
revelation of his character and his 


will by Jesus Christ, he has exhibit- 











ed himself to us in the “ brightness 
of his glory;” it is comprised in 
many concise descriptions, buf in 
none, perhaps, more amiable, com- 
prehensive, and appropriate than the 
following—* The Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ—of whom the whole 
family in heaven and earth is 
named.”? Here is a description of 
the divire character, the most sub- 
lime, con oling, encouraging, and 
animating. Where shall we seek for 
puve compassion, if not in the bosom 
of an eternal, unchangeable Parent? 
the inexhaustible source of kindness 
and mercy. ‘¢ God is love,”’ and in 
the eternal purposes of his love, “ in 
the good pleasure of his will”— “he 
hath purposed in himself that in the 
dispensation of the fulness of times, 


things in Christ;” in other words, 
‘< by Him” (Christ) “ to reconcile all 
things to himself.” 

With reference to this last and best 
dispensation, the whole series of for- 
mer “ times and seasons,”’ we are told 
were before appointed, and the bounds 
of their continuance; and though “in 
times past he suffered the nations to 
walk in their own ways, yet he left 
not himself without witness; by 
divers methods calling on men, “ to 
seek the Lord,” and raising up Pro- 
phets and messengers, “rising up 
early, and sending them, saying, O, 
do not this abominable thing which 
I hate.” Yet, notwithstanding the 
folly, presumption, and ‘niquity of 
men involved them in tie guilt of 
rebellion and apostacy from their 
Creator, how wonderful his long-suf- 
fering, forbearance, compassion, and 
tender mercies, which were unwea- 
riedly exercised towards a disobe- 
dient and depraved race. “He gave 
them rain from heaven, and fruitful 
seasons, filling their hearts with food 
and gladness.” He not only forbore 


to execute the extent’ of his ven- 
_geance, but he continued to sustain 


them in being by his own immediate 
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agency—to render that existence sus- 
ceptible of pleasure and delight and 
to render the earth an abede of suita- 
ble supply, and preponderating en- 
joyment. 

When we place in review the cha- 
racter and conduct of the Supreme 
Being, how amazing 1s the contrast——- 
possessed of almighty power, no ob- 
stacles can prevent the accomplish- 
ment of his designs—yet, He does 
not interpose his arm to suspend the 
exertions of human volition, to stifle 
the ebullitions of passion, or to retard 
the development of the intellectual 
and moral powers. He has, indeed, 
on some occasions, seen fit. to evi- 
dence his strong displeasure, by exe- 
cuting his impending judgments on 
the guilty and obdurate. He has sus- 
pended the whole course of human 
operations at one awful sweep. He 
has. called for the waters of a flood, 
and deluged the whole race—the lofty 
and the low, in one dreadful abyss of 
iudiscriminate destruction. He has 
sent forth the flames of his anger, 
overthrowing cities in irretrievable 
ruin; rendering them an awful mo- 
nument of the perpetuity of their ex- 
tinction. He has caused ‘ the earth 
to open, and swallow up quick,” the 
calumniators of his measures, and the 
revilers of his messengers. . But he 
has claimed vengeance as his own: 
and.he has declared it,to be “ his 
strange work,” (Isaiah xxviii. 213) 
that. “in the, midst of wrath, he re- 
membereth merey;” that ‘‘ he doth 
not. afilict willingly,. nor grieve. the 
children of men;” that “he will not 
contend for .ever, nor be always 
wroth; Jest the spirits should fail 
before him, and the souls which he. 
hasmade:” and we may trace through 
the whole course of his dispensations 
that his rebukes for sin have been 
meliorative; the end, always in re- 
serve, has been succeeding benefits 
and blessings. Witness the progress 
of civilization; the resent state of 
intellectual and mae advancement; 





and the peaceful intercourse of nations, 
which have grown cut of ages of bar- 
barism, depravity, and long-contend- 
ing hostility. 7, 

When the beloved Son of. God | 
came among men, he appeared in. 
“the brightness of his Father’s glo- 
ry;” in the fulness ‘‘of grace and 
truth.” The “ Spirit” of the Father 
was given to him without measure ;” 
‘‘the spirit of wisdom and under- 
standing, of counseland knowledge;” 
and of all-accomplishing energy—yet 
he was full of meekness, gentleness, 
patient forbearance, enduring, rather 
than resisting wrongs, insults, and. 
outrage. In supreme devotedness to 
the divine will; in seeking and lay- 
ing himself out for the welfare, lem- 
poral and eternal, of mankind; in acts 
of kindness and compassion; bearing 
with their misconceptions and preju- 
dices; their. misrepresentations and 
perversions; submitting to insults and 
scorn, to pain and anguish, and at 
length to a reproachful and excruciat- 
ing death. 

Yet in the distinct view of all the 
trying scenes of his life before him, 
as well as of its poignant and infamous 
termination; with what self-denying 
perseverance did he pursue. the ob- 


jects of his heavenly mission ?. When 


pressed to satisfy the cravings of na- 
ture; absorbed in. generous compas- 
sion for imimortal souls, he replies—. 
‘¢ My meat is todo the will of him 
that sent me,” anticipating the. glo- 
rious triumphs of his gospel. When. 
the inhospitable Samaritans would 
not receive him, and his incensed 
disciples, eager to avenge their. Mas- 
ter’s wounded honour, say, “Lord, 

wilt thou that we command fire to 
come down from heaven to consume 
them ?” citing the example of Elijah 
—mark his conciliatory rebuke, “ye 
know not what manner of spirit ye 
are of; the Son of Man is not come 
to destroy. men’s lives, but to save 
them,” - When ‘one actually casting 
rout demons in his name, refused not- 
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withstanding to follow his disciples, 
his injunction was “‘ forbid him not.”’ 

Did he suffer any selfish considera- 
tions to dissever his feelings from 
those whom he came to save—ease, 
pleasure, or aggrandizement, to draw 
him aside from his errand of love, or 
their indifference, waywardness, or 
obliquities, to relax his pity, to sour 
his temper, or to cool his ardour ?— 
Although he held up the mirror of 
truth and purity, for which “end he 
declared he was born and came into 
the world,”’ yet did he not use any 
force, beside that of authoritative in- 
struction, persuasion, and example, 
to carry conviction to the mind. 

Where, then, shall we, as child- 
like followers of God, find any coun- 
tenance for those selfish and recrimi- 
natory feelings, which so much em- 
bitter human existence? Can the 
plausible plea of the justness of our 
cause, or the safety of our property 
or persons, be set up against the 
claims which the author of our being, 
and our avowed Redeemer have upon 
us; when all these pleas have been 
anticipated and provided for; and let 
it be remembered, that the Christian’s 
life is a life of faith: that he is to 
‘walk by faith, not by sight;” if he 
is not prepared to commit his dear- 
est interests to God, in the obedience 
of faith, he does not possess the spi- 
rit of his supremely beloved and de- 
voted Son; and ‘‘if any man have 
not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his.”’ ‘*Be ye therefore followers 
of God, as dear children, and walk in 
Jove, as Christ also hath loved us.”’ 
Yet, ‘¢if ye love them who Jove you, 
what do ye more than others? and 
if ye do good to them who do good 
to you, what do ye more than others? 
But love ye your enemzes—do good 
to them who hate you,” &c.—that ye 
may be ‘children of your Father in 
heaven; for he causeth his sun to rise 
on the evil and the good, and send- 
oth his rain on the just and on the 
unjust. *” 





} 


For the Advocate of Peace: 

It has been strongly urged as 2 
reason against the dissemination of 
Peace Principles, as a distinct branch 
of Christian obligation, by Peace Se- 
cieties, and Peace Publications, that 
Christian Societies are already Peace 
Societies, and Christian ministers, 
Ministers of Peace.. That there are 
individuals who consistently embrace 
in their ministrations, the pacific spi- 
rit, as the spirit of Jesus Christ; and 
honestly and fearlessly proclaim it to 
the world, as the redeeming energy 
of his Gospel, we have already exhi- 
bited some beautiful specimens. We 
feel it, however, our duty now to pre- 
sent some of another description, and 
to place them before the mirror of 
truth, that our readers may judge of 
the correctness of the above allega- 
tion. 

We haveseen it stated publicly by a 
professed Christian minister, in jus- 
tification of conduct alleged to be 
inconsistent with ‘the spirit of the 
meek and lowly Jesus,” that ‘¢ it is 
true, when Christ was persecuted 
under circumstances in which the 
charges of his enemies carried their 
own refutation, and could neither in- 


jure him nor the cause of truth, he 


suffered them to pass in silence.” — 
But ‘‘ whenever attacked so as to 
injure his character, he evidently 
rebutted every charge, in terms 
fraught with that acumen of sarcas- 
tic rebuke, which suffused the coun- 
tenances of his calumnistors with the 
blushes of shame, and overwhelmed 
their minds in the depths of remorse- 
ful guilt and perpetual silence.” 


A most extraordinary statement, 
indeed! If it were true, there would 
be little left for the imitation of that 
voluntary endurance and patient self- 
denial under provocations the most 
aggravated and humiliating, which 
signalized so unprecedentedly the 
character of our Lord. 

What would there have been so su- 


' perlatively amiable in ‘suffering to 
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pass in silence charges which carried 
their own refutation—which could 
neither injure him, nor the cause of 
truth?” It required not the unparal- 
leled meekness and lowliness of the 
‘¢Captain of Salvation,” to obtain 
such a conquest over the spirit of re- 
crimination and retaliation. 

Who that reviews the series of in- 
dignities, insults, and outrage, com- 
mitted against him as an alledged 
blasphemer and traitor—accumulated 
till they ended in an agonizing and 
ignominious death, can say that they 
could not injure him? And as to 
the cause of truth, was it not injured 
in the estimation, even of his, till 
then, faithful disciples, when “ they 
all forsook him and fled;’?? when their 
hopes were apparently cut off; ‘‘ we 
trusted,” said they, ‘‘ that it was he 
which should have redeemed Israel.”’ 
Yet was there any thing that savour- 
ed of the “acumen of sarcastic re- 
buke,” in his language towards his 
malicious perse- 
cutors?”? No. “Father forgive them 
for they know not what they do,” 
was the inimitable return of forbear- 
ance and compassion, which, within 
a short period after, was made indeed 
to “suffuse their countenances with 
the blushes of shame, and overwhelm 
their minds with remorseful guilt and 
perpetual silence. ”’ 

But we. are referred to Matthew 
xii. 24; to John viii. 44; and to 
chap. ii. 15, &e. 

In the first of these passages, we 
find our Lord had been charged with 
‘‘ casting out demons by Beelzebub 
the Prince of demons.” A charge 


- which he repels as one of the most 


heinous description, as it was sub- 
versive of the very evidence upon 
which his claim to divine authority 
rested; and was therefore denomi- 
nated ‘‘ blasphemy against the Holy 
Spirit:”’ this it was that called forth 
his severe rebuke, and our Lord pur- 
posely distinguished between this 
and any personal reproach against 


himself. On the contrary, “ when 
attacked so as to injure his charac- 
ter,”’ his reply was, ‘‘ Whdso speak- 
eth a word against the Son of Man, 
it shall be forgiven him.”’ 

As to the second inference in John 
viii. 44, it would ill become any of us 
to sit in judgment on our fellow men, 
unless we were clothed with the same | 
authority with him, who, though he 


| declared, ‘I judge no man,” could 


say, ‘‘and yet if I judge, my judg- 
ment is true, for I am not alone, but 
I and the Father that sentme.” 

The conduct of our Lord in scourg- 
ing the buyers and sellers out of the 
temple, which is also referred to, with 
a “scourge of small cords,’’ is alto- 
gether inapplicable; for it does not 
appear to have been the result of any 
altercation between himself and the 
Jews. It was neither ‘‘ to vindicate 
his character,” nor to defend himself 
from ‘personal insult.” It was 
purely in the eXecution of his high 
commission as the Messiah—‘‘ the 
Lord” of ‘his temple”—the purger 
of “his floor.” This is clearly evi- 
denced in his reply to the Jews who 
demanded of him by what authority 
he did “ those things,” referring them 
to his anticipated death and resurrec- 
tion, in proof of his claim, ‘‘ destroy 
this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.”’—John ii. 1322. 

Yet this is urged as a triumphant 
appeal against what is stated to be 
‘¢ the exploded motto of tyrants, ”— 
“passive obedience and non-resist- 
ance;” and we are gravely told that 
Christ was “provoked not only to 
look upon them with anger, “ but to 
make a scourge of small cord, and 
violently scourge them for their 
wanton impertinence.’’ 

This, however, is 2 mis-statement: 
The Evangelist does not in this in- 
stance speak at all of Christ ‘look- 
ing upon them with anger,” nor of 
his “being provoked.” In the case 
of the man whose withered hand he 





healed, he tells us that Jesus“ looked 
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upon them with anger, being grieved 
for the hardness of their heaeta:?? but 
here had 'been neither ‘** personal 
provocation,” ‘violent scourging,”’ 
nor any thing of the nature of reta- 
liation. 

As to this ** passive obedience and 
non-resistance,”’ “ the exploded motto 
of tyrants,’’? we well know it had its 
origin in a spirit of intolerance, and 
wasdesigned tosupport by anassumed 
divine sanction, a system of despot- 
ism, to make the people acquiesce in 
the domination of priesteraft and ty- 
ranny. It was the mere counterfeit of 
Christian meekness and self-denial. 
Those who assumed to be “ Lords 
over God’s heritage,’’ in direct vio- 
lation of scriptural injunction, never 
considered that themselves were to 
be subjected to the same rule—that 
their own conduct was to be governed 
by the same principles. 

The spirit and maxims of the Pa- 
gan world were revived in later ages 
by apostate Christians, that they 
might more easily and effectually ex- 
ercise a lawless rule, an unresisted 
sway over the cgnsciences and rights 
of their fellow men. 

Thus “the way of truth has become 
evil spoken of.”? The principle of 
“passive obedience” to the declared 
will of God, and of “‘ non-resistance”’ 
to aggression by violence, either of 
language or actions, however stigma- 
tized, is, in its broad extent, the plain 
and simple doctrine of ‘‘the meek 
and lowly Jesus,’ obligatory on all 
his followers, and particularly on 
those distinguished as their leaders. 
It is laid down by himself in his re- 
proofs of the aspirings of that spirit 
in his Apostles. Mark x. 41-45. 
Contrasting the maxims of the Gen- 
tile world with his own, he says “ it 
shall not be so among you” “ he that 
will be great among you, shall be 
your servant”—‘** Even as the Son 
of Man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister and to give his 
life a ransom for many;”? thus exem- 
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plifying humility and self-denial in 


his own person. 

“ When he was reviled, he reviled 
not again—when he. suffered he 
threatened not, but committed aie 
self to Him who judgeth righteous- 
ly;” and this example is not only 


“enjoined upon all his followers, as the. 


very end of their calling, (see Ist 
Peter, 11. 21,) but is enjoined by his 
own positive precepts. <1 say unto 
you that ye resist not evil,” Xe. “ But 
if any man sntite thee on thy right 
cheek, (rather than resist,) turn to 
him the other also,’’ &c. 

Pursuing these non-resisting in- 
junctions still further, our Lord en- 
joins his disciples, to dove even their 
enemies! Surely it must be evident 
that all retaliatory conduct is abso- 
lutely forbidden, and that Christians 
have only to ‘follow their leader,” 
by ‘committing themselves to Him 
who judgeth righteously.”? In the 
spirit of these instructions, the Apos- 
tle Paul exhorts ** Dearly beloved, 
avenge not yourselves, but rather 
give place to wrath.” . 

Retribution belongs to God. He 
only can apportion with equity, and 
by taking vengeance out of our hands 
altogether, he has removed every oc- 
casion of perpetuated strife, and every 
pretext, for embroiling ourselves in 
the snare of ruffled feeling and mis- 
conceived intention. Yet we are by 
no means divested of the liberty to 
vindicate our character whex unjustly 


assailed; to asserttruth, or to expose 


error, or to repel aggression by suita- 
ble remonstrance ‘‘ in meekness, in- 
structing those that oppose them- 
selves.” As Advocates of Peace,, 
we want to see the spirit of peace 
adopted by those who hold up te the 
world, the Prince of Peace, as the 
only Saviour: of men, that no occa- 
sion may be given to ‘‘ the adversa- 
ries” of peace ‘‘to speak reproach- 
fully.” 

Our readers will be still more con- 
vinged, we trust, of the necessity 
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For the Advocate of Pewce. > 


of the exertions of the friends of; — 
' “Tt hath been said by them of old 


peace, when we call their attention 


to. a more recent case of greater no- 
toriety, in the martial tone of a minis- 
ter of high standing—** sound in the 
faith,’ no doubt—and therefore no 
solitary exception. 
champion, in the effusion of his zeal, 
like the disciple of .former times, 





time, an eye for an eye, and a tooth 
for a tooth, but 7 say unto you, re- 
sist not evil,” &e. &e.—/mmanuel. 

In this short, but comprehensive 


This Gospel , sentence, is contained an abrogation 


of the ancient system of retahation, 
and a clear annuneiation of the prin- 


who, previously to his being instruct- ciple which was, -and is to govern 
ed in the true nature of his Master’s under the new dispensation. How 
kingdom, vauntingly exclaimed—- | so plain a declaration could have ever 
** Lord, shall we smite with the; been misunderstood or misapplied 
sword?”’—-says, “I would not only | by Christians, is a question of no 
write, and preach, and pray, against | easy solution, particularly when we 
such establishment of any one eccle- | take it in connection: with the nu- 
siastical denomination, but if needful , merous parallel passages which indi- 
would beara musket, or usethe sword | cate the will of Messiah in regard to 


of defence, againstany onewho should | those who take it upon them to bear 


by force of arms invade our rights!”’ 

We trust, however, that the day 
is not far distant, ere this '“ Pillar of 
the Church”? will be brought to re- 
semble the above mentioned disciple 
in a much more amiable point of 
view—when, having made trial of 
his puny weapons and armour, and 
admonished by his Lord to *¢ put up 
his sword into its sheath,” finding 
himself defenceless, and all his boast- 
ed eourage fled, we see him ‘setting 
at the feet of Jesus,’’ “* clothed and 
in his right mind,” and prepared to 
“¢strengthen his brethren’? in a very 
different strain,—‘* Not rendering 
evil for evil, or railing for railing, 
but contrariwise blessing.”  ¢ For 
this is thank-worthy, if a man for 
conscience toward God endure grief, 
suffering wrong fully,”—* this isac- 
ceptable with God.” . «For even 
hereunto were ye called, because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving 
us an example that we should follow 
his steps.”’ We sincerely pity the 
man, who, filling a station in the 





his name, and honour his profession. 
And yet it remains a fact; that Chris- 
tians who stand high in the front of 
the hosts of the Prince of Peace, not 
only mingle their songs of rejoicing 
with the men of, this world, at the 
bare mention of warlike achieve- 
ments, but laud and magnify the mi- 
litary profession, and boast openly 
that they will brook no insult, no 
not they;—they shamelessly avow 
in the face. of their aknowledged 
Lord’s injunction, that they will 
speedily avenge themselves, and ra- 
ther than give place unto wrath, and 
quench its rage, by the influence of 
love, they will let it burst forth im 
angry ebuliitions, to consume, their 
adversaries, and destroy all those that 


array themselves against them.— . 


There are even some among those 
who profess to bethe disciples of the 
Prince of Peace, in a peculiar sense, 
that allow the violation of this plain 
command, under particular circum- 
stances, as if they doubted the suffi- 
eiency of God’s protecting powers, 


Christian church of such command. | and were apprehensive that in ceréain 
ing influence, can be so insensible to | extremities, he might fail to be as 
this distinguishing feature in the cha- | good as his word and promise; such 
racter of the Redcemer/of a degene- | remind us of ‘the perverse and stiff- 
rate world, and whichis enjoined on | necked: Israelites, who, rather thap 
His followers as the very end of| depend on. the word of God spoken 
their becoming such! | by the prophets, would go down to 
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Egypt as the broken reed of that hea- 
thenish power. They are continual- 
ly conjuring to themselves phantoms 
that never had an existence, except 
in the distempered imaginations of 
those who are tossed about with every 
wind of doctrine. Ah! say they, 
must we not defend ourselves when 
our lives are in danger? Are we to 
allow the midnight ruffian to murder 
our families and despoil our goods, 
and not molest him inany way? Are 
we to remain at our firesides, and 
tamely submit to the invasion of our 
country’s rights, and not lift the hand 
of opposition against the depredator? 
We ask them, Into whose care they 
are directed to commit their widows 
and their fatherless ones, and will He 
not care for them, and avert all such 
imaginary evils? Who said “render 
to no man evil for evil, but contrari- 
wise blessing.” ‘If thine enemy 
hunger, feed him. O ye of little 
faith, why do ye doubt.” « Love 
your enemies.” ‘Do good, and 
curse not.” But again they say, we 
admit that for conscience sake it is 
our duty to endure all these ills, and 
to take the spoiling of our goods joy- 
fully. And in the name of all their 
professions to Christianity, we ask 
them in return, if it is not a part of 
their conscience to obey the plain pre- 
cepts of Immanuel, and rather suffer 
wrong than do wrong. Can they pro- 
duce asingle instance from the records 
of ancient or modern times, either sa- 
cred or profane, wherein an individual 
by a steady, uniform, and strict adhe- 
rence to the pacific principles of the 
gospel, ever suffered loss, or had it in 
his power to say that God had forsa- 
ken him in the time of his need. 

On the contrary, to what page of 
history can we turn, that is not stained 


with the awful and indelible marks of 
that truth, “ He that taketh the sword 


shall perish by the sword?” verily it 
may be said, * When the Son of Man 
cometh, will he find faith on theearth?” 

There are some Christians who are 
very zealously engaged to promote 


the interests of their religion, and te 
extend the empire of Jesus in the 
earth; they are laudably exerting 
their influence to diffuse the light of 
| Zife, and to promote the cause of tem- 
perence, insisting in this latter case 
on an entire abstinence from the use 
of any kind of spirituous liquors. 
We wish them all the success their 
cause merits, and bid them God speed 
in their holy desires and efforts. But 
why is it that the bare mention of a 
Peace Society sounds in their ears as 
the funeral knell of Christianity, or 
_ offends them like as would the fumes 
'of a whiskey cask? Speak to some 
of a Peace Society, and they will 
astound you with the cry of Unita- 
rianism, Universalism, Swedenbourg- 
ianism, and fifty other isms, the le- 
gitimate offspring of those creative 
geniuses, the creeds and confessions 
of faith; and while they have to ad- 
mit that these Societies are founded 
on the acknowl principles of 
the gospel, and must ultimately be 
successful, they deliberately deter- 
mine to have nothing to do with them, 
because another, deemed by them a 
heretic, chooses to follow their mas- 
ter in this one particular; but thus 
they do not act in their other great 
designs, in their Bible, Tract, Mis- 
sionary, Sunday school, and Temper- 
ance Societies; any men may be as- 
sociated with them as life members 
and life directors, by paying a certain 
sum of money, whatever may be their 
religious principles. And we are for- 
cibly struck with the fact, that some 
zealous advocates for entire absti- 
nence in Temperance Societies, claim 
the privilege of allowing the sword of 
retaliation to drink deep of their bro- 
ther’s blood, if he in any wise offend 
or injure them. We call their seri- 


ous attention to these matters, not as 
causes of glorying over them, but that 


they may see the inconsistency of 
their conduct, and suspend their op- 
position to Peace Societies, until they 
have duly weighed the import of their 
Lord’s injunctions. HoLcomBE. 




















